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Charles Cullen: Tracing the 
Path of a Nurse Killer
Patricia Iyer MSN RN LNCC

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

•I (Pat Iyer) certify that, to the best of my knowledge, no 
affiliation or relationship of a financial nature with a 
commercial interest organization has significantly affected 
my views on the subject which is being presented.

The participant will be able to 
state the flaws in the 
healthcare system that 
allowed Charles Cullen RN to 
continue an unimpeded path 
of murder.
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June 1987 – January 1992

Married a week  
after graduation
Drinking
Depression
Marriage cracking
Poisoned neighbor’s dog
Fathered 2 children

e

Tainted IV bags

February 11, 1991
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Stopped getting shifts

Suspicions but could 
not catch him in act

1992-1994

November 1992

Served with 
divorce papers at 
work
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Greystone Lunatic 
Asylum 1993

Warren 
Hospital

September 1, 1993

Helen Dean

Paid leave
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1994 - 1996

Performance Deteriorated

Reprimands, patient complaints, medication 
errors

Vetted and hired even with 
date discrepancies
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Greystone Lunatic 
Asylum 1996

1997 Fired within a year due to poor 
performance, grave errors, patient 
complaints, incompetence
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1997-1998

Performance Deteriorated

“Excellent nurse, gave good care, was excellent 
with patients”

Marjorie Whelan RN

Demoted from ICU to psychiatric 
unit

Broke woman’s wrist
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November 1998 to March 1999

Digoxin overdose resulted 
in autopsy: accidental 
death

Burn Unit March 
1999 – April 2000
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Relieved stress by killing patients

Conflict with staff

St. Luke’s in 
Bethlehem, 
PA

April 2000 
to June 
2002
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Questioned by attorney and fired

June 2000 for 2 
weeks

Nurses would quit if Charles was not fired
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June 2002-
December 2003

Somerset 
Medical 
Center

Logo Here

July 7, 2003 July 14, 2003Phone call to 
Poison Control

31

32

33



4/8/2024

12

October 3,  2003

Major Crimes 
involvement

Amy Loughren

Intercepted medication deliveries

Removed drugs from Pyxis without detection

Left a trail when checked patient charts

Somerset 
Medical 
Center

October 31, 2003 Fired
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Logo Here

04
education by recognizing
various diseases

0
Insights
Exclusive insights on the
healthcare industry

07
Team
Introduction to the
Aldenaire Healthcare team

08
Contact
More detailed information
can contact us

Education

Accepted job at Montgomery 
Hospital  December 8, 2003

Logo Here

04
education by recognizing
various diseases

0
Insights
Exclusive insights on the
healthcare industry

07
Team
Introduction to the
Aldenaire Healthcare team

08
Contact
More detailed information
can contact us

Education

Arrested December 12, 2003

Who did Charles Cullen kill at St. Barnabas?
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Challenges

Old and missing records

No correlation to patient 
assignment

Observed behavior

Critically Ill patients

Admitted to killing a judge 
and several others

17 life sentences
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Could it happen today?

Lengthy disciplinary record
Domestic violence arrests
Shot neighbor’s dog
Disciplined by Texas Medical Board
Fined for not notifying employees of past disciplinary 
action

Dr. Raynoldo Ortiz 

Could it happen today?

1 person died, 11 had cardiac emergencies – caused by 
Bupivacaine

Could it happen today?
Lucy Letby RN

Insulin, overfeeding, assault, air 
embolism
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Could it happen today?
Lucy Letby RN

I am evil. I did this. 

Could it happen today?
Lucy Letby RN

British jury deliberated 22 days
Guilty - killing 7 infants,  7 counts of 
attempted murder for 6 infants 
No verdict on 6 counts of attempted 
murder of 4 infants

The Aftermath: Somerset 
Medical Center and the U.S.
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